Doc Tom and Sue Roskos offering a free afternoon @ Welcome Home Farm-2 miles West of Arcadia, WI
All are invited to visit our farm on Sat. August 21, 2010 from 1-4 p.m.  All activities will be outdoors, so dress accordingly. Tom is a licensed veterinarian in private practice and Sue is a nurse by trade -together we traverse the backroads of Buffalo and Trempealeau Counties. We work with dairy cattle primarily and visit farms with goats and sheep that need veterinary attention. Tom and I consider it to be an honor to be caretakers of this land and animals. We have a 3 ½ year old son Hawken and a 21 year old son Greg .  Ed Patzner (Patzie),is also part of our team and is a valuable asset to helping with our farm work.
Doc Paul Dettloff and his wife Joan have been leaders in opening our minds to also utilizing natural and homeopathic veterinary techniques on the vet route and with our own animals. Doc Paul will be joining us on the 21st of Aug. He will be set up in the machine shed next to our house. Paul is always eager to share his knowledge and travels throughout the world presenting his passion. He works as a staff vet for Organic Valley. He and Joan also have a business   under Dr Paul’s label . Paul asked us to plant 2 ears of open-pollinated heirloom  corn and on our lower farm the corn can be seen in a plot.  Doc Paul also  helped install our energy wheel.
  Midwest Bio-Ag  will be one of the featured guests that day. MBA has a product line that is for conventional and organic crop and livestock production.  MBA reps Bob Schmidtknecht and Joe Danzinger  will be on hand to answer questions and have a forage test plot to demonstrate the varieties. Bob and Joe have been helpful to us to improve the quality of our soil over the years. Bio-cal was the first product we utilized in moving in a biological direction. The last two years Organical was used. Starter and hay fertilizers, humates, traces and Winterking   Alfalfa and Dry Hay Blend are being utilized here.
Dr. Sarah Slaby will be available with her product line of essential oils in our machine shed also. Sarah works with conventional and organic cattle herds in her private veterinary practice.  Dr.  Sarah and her husband Noah, also dairy farm along with a variety of other businesses. 
Junior Pieper will be on hand to discuss his Blue River Hybrid test plot on another area of our land that day. Blue River Hybrid has an excellent reputation as a provider of traditional and organic corn genetics.  
We are blessed to have 30 red Angus, Hereford and black Angus cows.  We’ve changed from having Holstein/Herford genetics to a Red Angus bull and now a Beef Shorthorn bull this year. They roam our low lying pastures along with the critters of nature. On my daily early morning walk, the cattle can be seen resting while the Bald Eagle sits @ Big Bend along the Trempealeau River. The river runs through the pastures along with Muir creek. Sandhill Cranes hatch their chicks and walk with the cattle and us.  Muskrats, otter, ducks, Canadian Geese, beaver, deer all contribute to the spaciousness felt within for us.  Come and traverse the trails clipped to savor the scenery that we hold near to our hearts. 
Our son Hawken has 5 Lincoln Cross Ewes. The flock can be seen grazing the pastures. We also have feeder sheep that we finish out that are in confinement.
Come see a variety of chickens that were acquired from Whelp Hatchery through Arcadia Farm and Home.  Greg, Tom and Hawken constructed a  portable poultry palace for the young chickens.  
We have a 16 year old pygmy goat named Billie along with a Nubian and Kinder Goat.  Jasper is a 15 year old Lincoln sheep that’s convinced he’s a goat too. You’ll find them resting in their huts or under the shade of Cherry Tree Hill. 
Apple Alley is just below our house and features apple varieties such as Honeycrisp,  Yellow Pristines and Northwest Greenings.
     We will have the  50 trees for conversation, but due to frost, no apple sales. The liter bottles that hang were filled with 1 rotten banana peel, 1 Cup Apple Cider Vinegar and 1 Cup Turbinado sugar to deter bugs. We have  pear trees  and there are  8 more immature tart cherry trees next to the asparagus patch and vegetable garden. 
My young son Hawken and I spend time gathering nightcrawlers for trout fishing and pulling weeds in our annual and perennial flower gardens that are next to our house. You’ll also easily  spot the birdfeeding stations surrounding our home.  Tom, Hawken and I hand planted a sunflower bird plot and a deer plot that can be seen on our lower farm to give back to the creatures that give us so much joy.  
Tom’s interest in trapping lead to the formation of the Trap Shack Company. The name is after the old fur shed that had previously been the site of a flour mill.  To learn more of the products offered on the website check out www.trapshackcompany.com. For true tales of nature, farming, vetworld, family and trapping head to website and click BLOG.  Our trap Shack Showroom located in a refurbished section of a 1901 barn on our first farm will be open for browsing also during the August 21st time of 1-4. 
We also will be having another opportunity for people to take a self guided stroll on  Sunday, Sept. 19th, 2010 from 10 AM-3 PM. Dress again for outdoor event. Come meet another cherished family member Uncle Kenny Salwey –The Last River Rat and author of 3 books on September  19th.
We’re located two miles west of Arcadia on Hwy 95, then take River Road to the South-look for the Glencoe Dream Field on the corner. Another 1/3 mile just past Lutheran Cemetery  take a left on Sauer Mill Road. Questions look @ www.trapshackcompany.com BLOG, e-mail us @ trapshackcompany@centurytel.net  or leave message on 608-323-3306.
Come and celebrate unity, harmony, farming, animals, people and know we are accepting of all forms of farming.  Simply settle into the kettle of peace that simmers @ Welcome Home Farm for you.
Tom and Sue Roskos and our families

